Myth: Crime will increase after the law goes into effect.
Fact: None d the thirty-ore shall-ssie state hae ever
experierced an increas in crime afte reformirng their
laws. In fact in evely case crime drpped afte this type
of reform weas instituted While violert crime has
droppa& in mos of the caintry ove the las several
years it has consistenyl fallen the fastesafte this type
of reform.

Using dat for all 3,054 U.S courties from 1977 to
1994 Universiy of Chicag Prof Jom Lott finds that
for eat addtiona year a shall-ssie concealé handgun
law is in dfect, the rae d murde declines by 3%,
robbery by ove 2% ard rape by 2%.

Myth: Michigan has ro experierce with shall-ssue.
Fact: Maconb Couny has effedively been shall-ssue
for the pas5 years Since theg instituted tha pdicy they
haw led the staé in cime reduction Fram 1998 to
1997, ther crime rat droped 426 compard to 14%
for the staké and 2% for neigtboring Oakland County.

Myth: Anyone will be able 6 ge a permi to cary a
gun, the law is actualy "must-ssue."

Fact: Michigan will hawe the mos restrictive shall-ssue
law of any stat in the country No perso with a
previos crimind history or histoly of mentd illness
will be able 6 gd¢ a pemit. Unde old law mod of these
restrictiors do nd apply In fact the nev law will even
restrid persors who hae le ther vehicle'slicen® plate
tags expire Only truly law-abidirg citizers will qudify.

Myth: Traffic acciderd ard congeste freeway will be
scenes d armed confict.

Fact: CCW permt holdes ae amorg the mos law-
abiding peopé in the country They hawe o pass pdice
backgroun checks befoe beirg issuel a permit and
experierte n evey othe shall-issie staé ha shown
tha they are the graup leas likely to canmit crime.
Texars who carty firearns ae 57 times less like} to be
arreste for a violert offense than the generbpublic.

State of Texas Criminal Statistics, 1999

Convicted
CCw Total
Felony Holders Offenses
Homicide 2 1,218
Other Violent Crimes 9 111,200

MI pop. 9,863,775 TX pop. 20,044,141
216,240 Texas CCW license holder s as of 1999

Myth: Kids will have moe acces b guns.

Fact: Unde the old law, persos eigheen yeas od are
eigible far a permit The nev law raises the minmum
age b twenty-one The nav law al® prohibts gurs in

sclools ard day care centersUnde the old law any CCW
permt holde may carrygurs in theg places.

Myth: More criminat will carty guns.

Fact: Criminak will not go throudn the rigorous
procedure  gd a permit Anyore with a crimind history
will be canmitting a ciime jud by applying for one.
Instead they will continue o do exatlty wha they do
today exclude themselve fram the lav and carty guns
whereve they wart to.

Myth: Untrainel peopé will carly guns.

Fact: To qudify for a permi a persa mug attend a
minimum o eight hours training covering fieam safety,
Michigan law, and confrontation eoidarce.
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Myth: The old law was passe to kegp peopé safer.
Fact: It was passe in 127 & the insistege d the Ku
Klux Klan following the @se of Dr. Ossian Sweet. Swed,
an African-American was fourd nd guilty of murder
afte killing a Caucasia man while defendig hislife and
family. It was meart to disam minorties.

Myth: There ae almos no corceale cary permit
holdess today.

Fact: Ova 20000 Michiganiars hae concealé carry
pernits. In addiion, Indiara ha hal a simila (but less
restrictivg law since 1935 Becaus Michigah dlows any
out of stake permi holde to carty ther gurs here Indiana
permi holdes ae likely to be carryirg ther firearms
whil e visting.

Myth: There will be gunfighs in bars.

Fact: Gurs will now be prohilited from ary ba or
restaurahwhere alcohdis servedin addtion, if a pemit
holde is caugh with a blood alcohd level o 0.02 or
more (dbou one drnk pe hour while carryirg a gun,
ther pemit will be revoked.

Myth: Nobody redly need to carty a gun.

Fact: Civilians throughot the county use firearns to

stgp ova two million crimes eab year While eveyone

wishes thd crime woul go away the truh is tha eighty-

three percenof Americars will be a victm of violent

crime in ther lifetime. The nev law lets peopé decide for
themselvs if they neel to, ard wart to, carry the means
to defer themselves.

Myth: The lav will make people lss safe.

Fact: Criminak ae wdl aware d the nev law ard thd it

is moe likely tha anyore the attak may be armed.
Prisa intervievs with stred criminals confim that their
greates fear is encanterirg an armel dtizen. Everone,
whethe they hawe a gun a not will be safe because
criminals wont be able ¢ tel who may be able ¢ defend
themselves Extensie sudies o othe stats that
convertel to shall-ssie pemit laws hae showm that
stred crime drops when the law is reformed

Myth: A gun is 43 times moe likely to kill a family
membe than to kill a horre intruder.

Fact: This is ore d the mos misundersbod ard misused
statigics in the debate @ gun uge in self-defenseThe
study’s authors Arthur Kellermann ard Donald Reay,
derive the 431 clam from a sudy of firearm-related
deatrs in home in King Cainty (Sedtle) Washington.
Although both researcherwarne tha this stidy was not
representate d any pgouldion, it contnues © be
quotal by misinformel individuals To praduce this
misleadirg stdistic only defensie use d firearms
where would-be vitims killed criminals wee counted.
This ignores the vas$ majoity of situations where
citizens frightenel awgy intrudeis by smply displayirg a
firearm This is the mo$ serios d the study' s flaws
becaus fatd shootings d criminals acu in 01 to 0.2%
of protedive fiream use ndionwide.

In addtion, the householsl sudied were hardy typical.
Fifty-three percenhad a histoy of a membe being
arrested24.8% hal alcohol-related problem81.3% had
a househd histoy of illicit drug abuse31.8%6 hal a
househd membe hit or hutt in a family fight (17.3% so
severey tha medicd attention was required).

Gun contrdadvocates woull hawe thepulic bdieve that
armal citizers often accidentdly kill family members,
mistakng then for criminals But sud incidents
conditute less tha 2% of fatd fiream accidents or
abou once fa ever 14,00 lives save becaus a gun
was usel defensively.

' a American women use guns

to deter rapists 416 times a
Ty day, 12 times more often
&}f
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than rapists use guns.
would-be rapist

(for abou .2 seconds)



Eighty-three percen of Americars will become
victims d seriots crime durirg ther lifetime (National
Crime Victimizaion Survey).

A gun is 216 times moe likely to be use in home
protedion than agairtsone’s own family. (Jdn Lott ,

More GunsLess Cime)
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Success Rates

Defensive Use Police | Citizens
Stopping a crime 68% 83%
Kill innocent person 11% 2%

Stoppirg a crime incudes makirg the crimind leawe the
area a placing them unde arrest.
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Since 180 the US pgulatim ha double ard the
numbe of guns ha quadrupled gin acident are
down Gun ownerstp wert up 6% betweea 1974 and
1988 Accidens durirg the same tira decreask 27%.
(Jom Latt)

Only 2% o defensie gun use resul in shos fired.
(Gawy Kleck)

Anti self-defense groups claim that twelve to thirteen
kids a day are killed in accidental shootings. True?

No. The "twele t thirteerf numbe is derivel by
adding togethe the numbe of murdess ard accidents
amag children adolescentsard yourg adults The
addiion o da@ far young addts skevs the numbers
by including deatrs often relatel to drug tréficking or

othea crimind activities. While gill tragic it is

dishonesto include these numberas “accidents: In

redity, firearms-relaté accidens rark reldively low

on thelist of danges o ou children.

National Center for Health Statistics, 1998
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Q S o >
Deaths 2 3 o) FoZE
Children 0-14 314 154 141 609 1.7
Young adults 15-19 | 1,870] 1,087 195 3,152| 8.6

1998 National Safety Council
Number of Accidental

Deaths at Age: 0-4 | 5-14 [15-24
All Automobile 800 1,800/ 9,300
Falls 80| 80| 240

Poisoning by solids, liquids | 30 40| 600
Pedestrian, non-automobile| 170] 410| 554

Drowning 500] 350 650
Fires, burns 310] 260| 230
Firearms 30 80| 310

In Self Defense
Criminologis Gary Kledk found "robbey amd assault
victims who usel a gun to resis were less likely to be
attackel a to sufer an injury than tho® who use ary other
method d self-proedion o thoe who did nd resig & all."
(Poirt Blank Gurs and Violerce n America 1991)

In your time of greatest need,
which will you wait for?
i

15 minutes 2 seconds

The Facts About the Old versus New Law

Who Can Carry Guns: Old | New
Teenagers, 18 & 19 Years Old Yes | No
People With Recent Misdemeanor Convictions | Yes | No
Persons With Mental Health Problems Yes [ No
People Untrained in Firearm Safety Yes | No
0.02 Blood Alcohol Level is OK While Carrying | Yes | No
Where Guns Can Be Carried: Old [New
Bars & Restaurants That Serve Alcohol Yes [ No
Schools Yes [ No
University Dorms & Classrooms Yes | No
Day Care Centers Yes [ No
Churches Yes [ No
Hospitals Yes | No
Casinos Yes [ No
Stadiums & Arenas Yes [ No
Large Entertainment Facilities Yes | No

The® “shdl-issue” facts praudly
brought to you by:

<

I
www. MCRGO  ORG
(517) 484-2746

Additional resources:
WWW.Nra.org
WWW.guntruths.com

Text of gun bill on stae d M| web site:
www.michiganlegislature.org/txt/publicAct/1999-2000/pa038100.htm

state. Article 1, Sec. & M1 Cons tilution

Wn
o
:
=
=
O
=
e
&h
=
2.
9
<4
g
£
-
O
=
55
=
ey
=

has 4 right to keep and bear arm< for the defense of himself

Michigan’s
Concealed
Carry
Handgun
Leqislation

i You may haw head tha a lav was

passal reforming tle way people
obtan pemits to carry hadgurs ir
Michigan This type & CCW (carry
conceald wegon) law, called “shal -
issu€; recognizes tha law abiding
Michigan residerd mg decice for
themselvs if they wart to cary a gun
While a lat has een written abou the
law, you may na hawe been told the
facts.

“Like you, I've felt the fear
of being female in a
society where violence
against women is
commonplace. That's why
| decided that | refuse to
be a victim, and why I'm
active in the NRA."

Susan Howard, actress,
women's issues activist.

An Officer's Experience
"All the haror stories | thought woulc
come  pass didrt happen.. | think
it's workel ou well, and tha say:

awe pemits. I'ma onvert."
Glenn White, president of the Dallas
Police Association.

i %ood thingg aboti the citizers whc

8 of the 10 safest states are “shall-issue”
states (FBI)

A civilian gun is used for self-defense
13 seconds (. Neil Schulman, Stopping power).




